
KURT SCHORK AWARDS – 2004 

Winners: 

Local reporter category  – Liviu Avram (Romania) 

Freelance category   – Andrew Meldrum (UK) 

Ceremony held at Columbia Journalism School, USA. 

 

 

Liviu Avram  

 

Liviu Avram (Bucharest, Romania) is a newspaperman 
whose work represents the best tradition of 
muckraking. Last year, he received an honorable 
mention for investigating local corruption. This year, he 
wins the Kurt Schork Award in International Journalism 
for digging out the sordid tale of nepotism by 
Romania's European Integration Minister who used her 
influence to divert EU funds to contracts to businesses 
run by her son, husband and relatives in German. 
Avram's relentless digging led to the Minister's 
resignation. 
Avram is an investigative journalist with Adevarul, a 
daily newspaper in Bucharest, Romania. Prior to joining 
the newspaper, Avram served as editor-in-chief of 
Monitorul de Bacau and as a reporter for Evenimentul 
zilei, both newspapers in Bacau county, Romania. A 
graduate of the Polytechnic University in Jassy, 
Romania, Avram is also an instructor at The Center for 
Independent Journalism in Bucharest. 

 

Andrew Meldrum 

 

Currently a resident of Pretoria, South Africa, Meldrum 
was a freelance journalist in Harare, Zimbabwe from 
1980-2003. In addition to The Guardian, his articles 
have appeared in The Observer (UK), The New York 
Times and The New Republic. Meldrum has a 
bachelor's degree from Middlebury College and a 
master's degree from the Graduate School of 
Journalism at Columbia University. 
 His reports from Zimbabwe exemplify the old adage-
no less true for being a cliché-that journalism is the 
first draft of history. In the case of his reporting from 
Zimbabwe, second draft might be true as well. For 
what we know about the brutality of the Mugabe 
regime, and about the suffering of the Zimbabwean 
people, we know in very large measure from 
Meldrum's extraordinary reporting. It is work that 
instructs both politically and humanly by a reporter of 
remarkable courage, commitment and lucidity. 

 

The 2004 Judges Panel also awarded honourable mentions to: 
James Brabazon, British  freelance, The Guardian/The Scotsman, for coverage in Liberia 

Massoud Ansari, local journalist, Newsline Magazine, Pakistan, for articles on bureaucratic corruption,  

 
and 

Qiyan Li, Xiaojian Zhao, Shuli Hu, Yi Lou, Haili Cao, Xiaochao Zhu, a team working for Caijing Magazine, 
China, for coverage of the SARS outbreak. 

 


